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Center for Independent Futures is a $1.5M

nonprofit organization supporting  over 115

participants. It was founded more than 20

years ago by two mothers exploring long-

term living options for their disabled

daughters when options were slim to none. 



As we reflect on this remarkable year at Center for Independent Futures (CIF), we are filled with
pride in the progress we’ve made and the impact of our work in empowering individuals with
disabilities to live fulfilling, independent lives. At the heart of our mission lies a commitment to
excellence, and we are thrilled to share that CIF has achieved CQL (Council on Quality and
Leadership) recertification—an acknowledgment of the highest standards in person-centered
services and organizational practices. This milestone underscores our dedication to the rights,
dignity, and well-being of the individuals and families we serve.

This year has been one of growth and achievement. Among our highlights:

Expanded Reach: We’ve broadened our impact by welcoming new participants and families,
ensuring more individuals benefit from our life-changing programs.
Innovative Curriculum: Our revamped My Full Life™ digital learning platform empowers
individuals with practical life skills, helping them achieve independence.
Enhanced Support: We’ve strengthened our services with our new Director of Programs and
Services and Development Director, who have brought fresh expertise and energy to our team.
Measuring Impact: By gathering feedback from participants and families, we’ve made
measurable strides in evaluating our outcomes, aligning with our mission to improve lives.

None of this would be possible without the steadfast support of our community—families, donors, staff, and advocates
who share our vision of inclusion and opportunity for all. Together, we are building futures filled with independence,
self-determination, and hope. Thank you for your continued partnership and belief in our work. We look forward to
another year of progress and impact, inspired by the incredible individuals we are privileged to serve.

Warm regards,

Dick Malone
Executive Director
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J E N N Y  M O T O L L A ’ S  S T O R Y
A  J O U R N E Y  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E

In the heart of Evanston, Jenny Motolla is a shining
example of what’s possible when individuals are given
the right support. Her journey to independence, marked
by resilience, has been fueled by Center for Independent
Futures (CIF), whose mission is empowering individuals
with disabilities to lead full lives.

Jenny, born in 1971, is the eldest child of Californians
Jackie and Phil Motolla. Realizing California didn’t offer
the support Jenny needed, they sent her to the PACE
program in Evanston, where she learned to live and work
independently. It was there Jenny met Jane Doyle, co-
founder of CIF—a connection that changed her life.

Now, 34 years later, Jenny thrives in Evanston with
continuous CIF support. She lives independently, with
her Life Skills Coach, DeeDee Goldman, helping her
manage groceries, job support, and relationships.
DeeDee’s guidance brings peace of mind to Jenny’s
parents, who live far away. As Jackie says, “DeeDee just
handles things.”

Jenny’s community includes close friends like Debbie,
Shelby, Josh, and Ben, who are like family. With the
support of CIF staff like Joe Jackson, they navigate
life’s challenges together. Jackie and Phil now see
that CIF, not their younger daughter Amanda, will
ensure Jenny’s long-term happiness and security.

For Jenny’s parents, CIF has provided hope and
confidence for their daughter’s future. "Let’s all do
what we can to maintain this fabulous organization,"
says Jackie, ensuring CIF continues to support
individuals and families like theirs. In a world of
uncertainty, CIF remains a beacon of hope, helping
people like Jenny live empowered, meaningful lives.



"CIF inspires hope in us," says Jackie, Jenny’s

mother. "We are confident that CIF will guide

her sister Amanda and us, providing services

and finding resources. Amanda’s role will be

that of a loving sister, not a caregiver—an

idea that brings us immense comfort.”



F I N A N C I A L  D A T A  
S O U R C E S  O F  S U P P O R T

Grants

Special Events

Contributions 
(Temporairly restricted)

$107,008

$210,418

$292,169

Sources of Support     $1,797,515

Contributions 
(Unrestricted) $435,028

Consultation & Training $112,527

Service & Support $640,365
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F I N A N C I A L  D A T A  
P R O G R A M  A L L O C A T I O N

Program Allocation      $1,751,498

Fundraising & Marketing $260,935

Administration 
& Management $602,924

Service & Support $887,639

Net Income                  

Fundraising 
& Marketing

Administration 
& Management

Service & Support

$46,017



$5000 +

OUR SUPPORTERS
The generosity of our donors has enabled us to uphold a vision for
the future where individuals with disabilities have access to all
opportunities of a full life. We sincerely appreciate your support. 

The following is a list of contributions received from January 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023.
Every effort is made to list donors accurately. 
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 Jane and Dave Doyle
 Joanie and Jim Ducayet
 Mary and Paul Finnegan
 Finnegan Family Foundation
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 Ellen and John Garner
 Golden Family Foundation
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 Alliard LLC
 Anonymous
 Karen and Alan Berkowsky
 Rick Blankenship
 Edward Boarini
 Nicole Wiggins and John Brownlee
 Debora de Hoyos and Walter Carlson
 Gina Crumble
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 Elaine Frick
 Paula Carstensen and Nicholas Gayeski
 Lewis Goldstein
 Sarah and Jerry Hardacre
 Janet Henry
 Gayle Brankin and Dan Herting
 Mark and Cheryl Bondy Kaplan
 Kellcie Fund
 Colleen Kenney
 Ed LaChapelle
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$100 - $249
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 Kathleen and David Kuffner
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 Barbara Phelan and Carl Marinacci
 Brandy McCray
 Patrick McKinley
 Carole and John McMahon
 Patricia Meehan
 Terri and Gary Michaels
 Carol and David Miller
 Magdalena Miller
 Niki Moe
 Caroline Morris
 Norma O'Grady
 Edward O'Grady
 Janet and John Ostrowski
 Benjamin Palmore
 Matt Palmore
 Judy Royal and Timothy Patenode
 



 Glenn Paustian
 Gina Petit
 Mary Kay and Bob Pilmer
 Linda Plier
 Steve and Helene Plotkin
 Cheryl Pothast
 Noah Pothast
 Rachel Pothast
 Cathy Pratt
 Stephen Proffer
 Sharon and Clay Purdy
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 Don Quick
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 Lee and BJ Recknor
 Sam Reese
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 Mark Roberts
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$1 - $99
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 Katie Bennett
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 Ben Cannon
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 Susan Creevy
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 Lindsay Dawson
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 Susan Gordon
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 Sally Graver
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 Linda Hall
 Fred Halperin
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 Mary and Paul Hess
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 Dawn Howard
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 Becca Kaplan
 Amy Kay
 Maureen Kay
 Dena Kelly
 Amy Keyes
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 Renee Klass
 Thomas Koslowske
 Ira Kriston
 Nancy LaCursia
 Elizabeth Lamb
 Julie and Rob Larson
 Sonja Lasagna
 Rebecca Laskaris
 Ryan Leary
 Donna and Sherwin Lesk
 Marni Levinson
 Harriet Levy
 Rebecca Lindgren
 Alissa Luck

 Austin Lucke
 Michael Martinis
 Janice Matera
 Shannon Mauro
 Sydney McCaulley
 Dana McCoy
 Gloria McDonough
 Kathleen and Harry McElhone
 Erin McGinnis
 Amy Meister
 Sue and John Mencke
 LaNae and Randy Meyer
 Michelle Michael
 Diane Mielnikowski
 Laura Miller
 Cynthia Miller
 Julie Miller
 Lori Miller Reszel
 Heidi Monnier
 Renata Moore
 Patty and Tom Morthorst
 Garrett Mouse
 Kelly Moyer
 Landry Mulloy
 John Murray
 Network For Good
 Drina Nikola
 Cathy Norris
 Dana Deane and Kevin O'Connor
 Paulette Ostrowski
 Carolyn Osuyos
 Margaret and Peter Parcell
 Jennifer Peters
 Jenny Pothast
 



 Lynn Potts
 Elaine Rankin
 Jeanne Reed
 Katie Rickert
 Lauren Rochman
 Giuliana Rosso
 Celeste and Rene Roy
 Mary Sajdak
 Hussain Sajwani
 Carina Sarbaugh
 Jeffrey Schmudlach
 Danielle and Michael Schneider
 Miriam and Marc Schneider
 Ellen Schumer
 Cindy Scott
 
 

 Helen Tivers
 Gita Upreti
 Jenna Vande Zande
 Ann Vogel
 Ellyn Vogel
 Linda and Craig Walker
 Jonny Walker
 Fern Schumer Chapman and Bruce Wasser
 Susan and Dave Weaver
 Christine Welsh
 Gigi Wernikoff
 Jerry Wicklund
 Laurie Williams
 Scott Williams
 Vicki Wurman
 Lisa Wynn

 Barbara Seaver
 Katie Serda
 Barrie Shinsky
 Barbara Sims
 Donald Skirvin
 Timothy Smith
 Phyllis Kramer and Rick Smoler
 Karson Sorby
 Suzanne Soriano
 Thomas Sullivan
 Kathryn and Rob Swarczewski
 Jennifer Tarnoff
 Elizabeth Herzan-Taylor and Jeffrey Taylor
 William Taylor
 Luis Terrazas
 The Wine Goddess

WHAT IS CQL ACCREDITATION?

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Accreditation is the independent, third-party evaluation of an organization
to assess its alignment with a specified set of standards. CQL Accreditation
helps human service organizations improve the quality of its services, and
the quality of life for people receiving those services.

It provides organizations with expert insight, unbiased accountability, clear
action steps, relevant data, innovative practices, internationally recognized
tools, ongoing guidance, and more. For your loved ones, this all amounts
to them living the good life that they want to live.



STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chad Beckman
John Brownlee
Gina Crumble
Cathy DiVincenzo
Bonnie Dohogne
John Engel
Courtney Everette
Linda Hauser
Kirsten Curley Keppler
Dana LaChapelle (Co-Chair)
Richard Malone (ex-officio)
Ira Mitchell (Co-Chair)
Emily Swift
Betsy Uzzell
Monique Patton Woody
Valentina Tasende

For more information about our work at
Center for Independent Futures, please visit
independentfutures.org or call our office at
(847) 328-2044
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